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To Hs EXCELLENCYT 


THOMAS Lord FAIRFAKX, Generall of the Forces 
raiſed 'by the Authority of PARL I 4 MENT, 
and to the General "Councel of 
W ARK E. 
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The humble Advice and Earneſt Deſires of certain well affefied 
Miniſters, Le&urers of Banbury and Bracklcy. 
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$$$ Ay it pleaſe your Excellency, and You , Honoured 
+ Gentlemen, Whereas by the blefling of God upon 
your unwearied endeavours, ſubduing the common 
$ encmmy more then once, we were in a fair way of be- 


ligion in purity, or Perſons and Eſtates in fre 
F we accept at all times, and this day acknowle 


ÞÞ with great thankfulnefſe. Neverthelefſe , when we 


FP” Statute.Law, the Proteſtation and Nationall Covenant by authority of 
both Houſes of Parliament (obliging us to the Reformation of Religion, 
+ preſervation of his Majeſties Perſon and juſt power , the defence of the 
>  Priviledges of Parliament and Liberties of the Subje& ) tendered unto, 
> preſt upon, andall or moſt taken by us, and fo conſiderable a part of this 
Kingdom : Together with ſome late Petitions, Declarations and Repre- 
ntations to your Excellencyand the Generall Councel of War, and your 
latzRemonſtrance to the Commons of Ezgland, aiſembled in Parlia- 
ment, and ſome procecdings thereupon, both in relation to his Majeſtic, 
and ſeverall Members of Parliament : And withall, our own Station and 
Commiſſion from God to be Watchmen and Seers to his people, to ſtand 
upon our Watchtower and give warning either of approaching (in or 
© - ruine to the Nation : We cannot without wounding our own conſcicn- 
ces, and betraying the truſt repoſed in us , (it downe in {tence; but are 
* * conſtrained , with all du: reſp:&s to your Excellency and your Coun, 
| cell (and w: hope, without the leaſt offence ) to repreſent and deſire as: 
” followcth. 
__ A 2 Firs 


on = 


.ing reſtored to a long defired enjoyment of our Re- 
_— 
ett. 


P - compare the ſacred and ſolemn Oaths of Allegeance and Supremacy , by - 


oo F - $— P23 > — . 4 
Ebnegs > noni eo DRTY pon” Re 2 Wor AS WF 2 tes an OR acct S 
fares * Ae 
—— OO s : _ — Y —_—_ ” _= - — a” _ FR O—_ 


(4) 


w 


a ace 392 + 0 noone fo By ns lea pp 
- * Thar afthough we are not 1gh Nd bf orien In the leaſt approve 


the profanation and abuſe of.our ſolemn Covenant by the late unlawful 
Ingagement from Scotland; y et we canhor bur repreſent to you, and mani- 
felt co the World onr utter difſent-from all proceedings againſt his Ma- 
eſties Crowne and Life : and that upon theſe enſuing gronnds of Con- 
(cience art PFrnqate:-* 5 +. £722 "a To 
1. The ſacred Scripture(the only;uverving yule for all undertaking:)nei- 
ther by precept or precedent,or other way doth warrant or countenance 
ſuch a&ings of SubjeAs againft their lawful Soveraign:But this remaineth 
upon divine Record, That when theten Tribes forſook their King, they 
alſo forſook their God, and had neither a good King nor ſcarce a good 
day afterwards. And our own Chronicles do ſadly tell us of a Deluge of 
kloud and calamities overflowing our Anceſtours upon theDepoſition of 
E-lward the Second and Richard the Second, both Kings of Englaud. *. 
2. Our Law-books(as we are informed by Parliament Declarations, 
and as hath been lately acknowledged by your Remonſtrance ) ſappoſe 
the King can dono wrong : If ſo, then( as wee conceive ) hee cannot by 
any written Lai forftit his Crown and Lite to bis people. = , 
3. We have ſolemnly bound our ſelves by Oaths and Covenant(from 
which no Authority on earth can abſolve us)not to prejudice the Perſon, 
nor diminiſh the juſt Anthoricy of the King and therefore, without 
manifeſt perjury (as we conceive) we cannot conſent either tothe 
Depoſition of his Majeſty, or the deprivation of his life. And here we 
humbly preſent to your moſt ſerious confiderationGods remarkable.ave 
upon the Houſe of Say, of the breach of Covenant made by Foſprab with 
the Gibeonites ſome hundreds of: yeers before3 and that although the 
Dre tell us, hee did it out of his zeal to the Houſe of Tſrael and 
idah. | 
' Fourthly, The way of proceeding againſt his Majeſtie will be ſo far 
from ſpeeding a Settlement, that we belceve, it will unavoydably rend -to 
the ſcandal and hazard of Rdligion, and loffſe ot Liverty. | 
1. In the judgement of our enemies : This will be- thought to-verifi 
thoſe foul aſperſtons ſo often abjured by the Parliament, us, and other 
their friends, that the deſtgne in our late juſt Defence, was the ruine ot his 
Majeity, and the ſubverhion of Regal Government. + 
2. It-will hazard Religion, by rendring the Profeſſors of it odious to 
the Common Enemy withour , by ſhaking the foundation of our Union 
with Scotland, and by nuaking an irreparable breach amongſt men of the 
ſame pious and honeſt intereſt at Home. 


3. As for Liberty, ({o much contended for) it cannot be denicd bat 4 
mu 


£05) 
muſt be-an invitation to. forraign Princes40' Invade 1; (thelr intereſt be- 
Ing the ſame: ) And the rather, conſidering the German-Peace (o lately 
concluded, by means whereof they cannot but be ſupplyed with Armies 
of Mercinaries that gape after ſuch an opportunity, | 
But ptincipally (we fear) this may give Life to the preſent deign now 
on foot in/Ireland which your and our Souls abhor) for theutter ruing 
of our Friends there, and ſpeedy invading of this Kingdom. y 
And nally, that this'may tend to a perpetual engagement of the three 
Kingdoms-of Exg!and, Scotland, and Ireland'in blood, all being fo deeply 
intereſſed. in” the perſon of the King; and that inevitably, becauſe the 
Prince of Wales (the Heir apparent to the Crowns of all the three King- 
-doms) isnow at liberty, and-may probably be proclaimed and crowned 
-in Scotland and Treland, and (o not likely to want . power to ſeat him on 
his Fathers Throne here in Eagland,yea, and that poſſibly wichout Con- 

ditions, to the utter ruine of all that have adhered to the Parliament. 

Fifthly, whereas'ir is ſaid, That by his Majefties departing from his 
Parliament, (ctting up his Standard, and levying War againſt his People, 
they are apſolyed from their allegiance to hint, notwithſtanding che 
Oaths -before mentioned: We well remember that thoſe Qaths; toge- 
ther with rhe'Covenant, have been Conftently preſt upon ſeveral Mem- 
bers of the Parliament, and” other Subje&s in this Kingdom,to the Time 
of the Late Treaty, it not fince; and- that notwithftanding the aforeſaid 
'particulars now charged againſt his Majeſty,and therefore muſt needs be 


-— +either yain;(and-fo a High prophanation of the dreadfull name of God) 


. or tlſe obligatory; And were they not ſo judged, we know no convin- 
ing reafon why they ſhould be now ſuſpended or aboliſhed. As to the 
execution of Juſtice upon Delinquents -covenanted for, we proteſt that 
the Dethroning or death of his Majeſty, in proſecution of Juſtice, never 
entered into our hearts : The ſame Covenant making (peciall proviſion 
for the preſervation of his Majeſtics Perſon, Honor and Authority. 
Sixthly and laſtly, His Majeſty was not taken -in Bawtail, but having a 
Military power, and {trong Gariſons ih England,beſides- forces in Scotland 
& Ireland,did(being invited & encouraged (as we think) by ſeverall joinr 
Declarations & proceſtations of the Parliament ot both Kingdoms(promi- 
ling ſecurity to his Royal perion) ſurrender himſelf to the Army of our 
Brethren of Scotlana;8& by them was delivered to the Comillioners of the 
Parliament of Englandgipon expref$ promiſe (as we are informed)that no 
violence ſhould be offered to his Perſon ; and | farther,when His.Majeſty 


went from Hampton-Conrt, we ſuppoſe him at Liberty to have gone for 


Sc:tlayd or Ireland,but in the forementioned confidence in Parliamentary 


Declarations, and the reallity of the Armies intentions towards him, (for 
o 9 * s ; ſ 
we are ignorant oc other ſuffcient cauſe) he voluntarily berook himſelf 


tO the Ifle of Wight, then in your power, 


[6] 


Secondly, we declare in reference to the Parliament and (| | 1) 
Too” thereof; SALE Gl 101 Bt Pe 
That calling to minde his Majeſtics attempt to ſciz upon the five Mem- 
bers,which was declared by the Parliament, & acknowledged by the King 
himſelf a breach of Priviledg, and withall the Ordinance of Parllament of 
the 20 of Auguſt, 1647- declaring the neceſſitated abſence of divers Mem- 
bers of both Houſes, by reafon of the horrid force upon them, tobe a 
ground ſufficient for the making nul and void all votes paſſed in both or 
either Houſe'of Parliament, from the 26 of Fuly, to their return Auguſt 6 ; 
we cannot but conceive the ſeizing and ſecluding of divers Members (ma- 
ny of them being well known to us to be faithfull Patriots, and (we are 
confident have not apoſtatizzed to the contrary party) to be 
a breach of Priviledge of Parliament, which 'in our Covenant, we are 
ſworn in our places to defend; and do therefore crave leave to diſſent. 


Thirdly We declare in reference to Religion, g 

That although our ſoules abhor that grand deſigne of the Devill and 
his Agents, to decry all religious and zealous profeſſors, under the name 
of Sefaries and Independents 3 and although we do willingly grant, and 
heartily defire that the ingereſt of all Godly and honeſt men may be 
carefully provided for, and iecured as far as is conſiſtent with the word 
of God, our Covenaat and publique Peace, and that- men of different 
apprehenſions in matters of leſs importance, may not therefore be rendred 
utterly uncapable of all Offices of power and truſt; yet conſidering of 
what dangerous conſtquience an univerſal Toleration in'matter of ty 
on, ſo much laboured aftep in the beginning of Reformation, by the 
Teſuitical party, muſt needs prove to Church and State; we preſume ti- 
mouſly ro declare, That ſuch a Toleration is no way conſonant: to the 
Word of God, and is r:pugnant to our National Covenant. 

And now having herein according to our conſciences fo fully ang freely 
diſcharged our duties to God and the Kingdom, and as much as in us 
lyeth; freed our ſelves from thz guilt of the blood, miſery and ruine that 
threaten-us and the whole Kingdom, it not timely prevented: We moſt 
humbly deſire as followerth: x | 


Fir, that your Excellency will be ptcaſed (for the more ipeedy ſettle- 
ment of the true Proteſtant Religion & publique peace of the Kingdom,to 
improve your utmoſt, That the impriſoned and ſeclnded Members, that 
cannot juſtly be charged tor betraying their Truft, may be forth with 

——_ | reſtored 


[7] 
reſtored; and fuch as ſtall be charged to be. tryed by Parliament , accor- 
. ding'to their Priviledg. hi 368 1 a 

Secondly, that weighing in a juſt balance the reaſons before alledged, 
, with many; more that may be added in relation to his Majeſty,we humbly 
defire Jour Excellency will be pleaſcd by all lawful means to endevour 


. 


the ſuſpending of all proceedings againſt his Majefties. Crown and Life, 


untill adyice had (in point of Conſcience) with the Reverend Afſembly 


of Divines, and t 
. thatlye both npon 


Church of Scotland ,tcuching the ſeverall Oaths 
us and them, and in point of prudence, with the King- 
dom of Scotland , who are jointly concerned with us in his Majeſty. 

Thirdly, and laftly, that you will endevour a right underſtanding, a 


good correſpondence & mutuall contidence between King, Parliament, 


City, Army, and all the well-affe&ed perſons of the Kingdom, as alſo be- 
tween the two Kingdoms of England and Scotland, thereby to fruſtrate 
the great expeCtations of the Popith party,who are high in their hopes,by 


. reaſon of our preſent ſad divifions and diſtraftions promiſing to them- 


ſelves (and dope not ſtick to declare it) a greater advantage to them and 
their Religion now, then if the King, had prevailed by an abſolute Con- 
queſt. As alſo to haſten relief to our poor Brethren in bleeding and gaſping 
Ireland, for whom England hath kept the ſolemn monethly Faſt, near 
ſeven years together. -. * 
But (to draw towards a concluſion) we d6 here ſolemnly profeſs, That 
it is not the leaſt receding from our firſt ſound principles upon which 
either with our perſons,prayers, purſes, or all we engaged with the Parlia- 
ment in the firſt and ſecond war;nor our own intereſt in Church patrimo- 
ny or Power, (God will-provide) or indeed any other byaſs of ſelf ends 
or reſpe&s whatſoever, did move us thus tr” eclare our ſelves , but the 
meer Conſcience of the many Oarhs of God,in which the Parliament,you, 
Wee, and the generality of the wel-affe&ted .m the Kingdom indiſpenſa- 
bly ſtand bound before God, Angells 'and Men , That we defire to waſh 
our hands, as from the blood of all men, ſo eſpecially of our dread Sove- 
raign; and to approve our (elves innocent of all that blood and miſery 
the depofing and taking away his Majeſties life, will ( in our apprehen(1- 
on} involve us, our poſterity, and. all men profeſiing godlineſs in the 
three Kingdoms, We doe therefore from our ſoul beſeech and impor- 
tune you, and every one of you, as Men, Gentlemen, and Chriſtian Soul- 


ders, by all that is or can be dear to good men,as you deſire to render a 


good account of your ations at the great Day: to the righteous 
Judge of Heaven and Earth, That you will forbear doing ovght 
in'the Premiſes, which may wound the Conſcience, or pierce the 


KF hearts'of any of Gods people ( who are all alike with you, or 
b- ; any 


" deavours of you and evesy 'of you 
Kin oms fears; to remedle 


Fl M1 diftragion; 
I call you bleſſed, and ſo eminent a'Prel 
b fu an extremity, may% hadin everlaſting rem 
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Zath. Breedon Minit -of Croton, SOLE 8 b's wh 


William Palmer WI r of Row "= | [1 TIES. 3 
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[8] SB 
- - gny of you, precions to him as the apple of his eye) which may rend and” * 
rear the bowels of this your and our native Country, and occafionthe. © 
common Elniry 6 blacks the Ma'eſty, Truth and Caufe of otr God 
and your -God:'And further,to contribute the utmoſt skil;ſtady and env. 
deavours of you and every of you in your proper places, (and the great 
Counſellour and -mighty God dire& you all) to remove ours and the 
Kingdoms fears, to remedie the preſent rae. Jaw 71 Io and preſent 
- and univerſal deſtruion;: That we and the generations to come may 
- riſe up and call you bleſſed, and ſo eminent a Preſervation of the Kingdom 
;n ſuch an extremity, may be had in everlaſting remembrance, 


Zach. Breeder Miniſter of Croton. 
William Palmer Minifter of Rowſam. 
Foſias Bunn Miniſter of Turriweſton. 
 Fobu Hoffman Miniſter of J/ootton, 
Thomas Harri Miniſter of Brackſey. 
Robert Harru Miniſter of Shalstoy, 
Edward Whirley Miniſczr of Steple- Aſton, 
.  F*bn Cave Miniſter © Middleton:Cheney, oo fe ee Boe 
Samuel Welles Miniſter of Banbury, es | 
Edward Archer Miniſter of Somerton, 
Robert Wilde Miniſter of 4ino. 
Tho. Hodges Miniſter of Soulderne 
Richard White Minifter of IWigginton. | 
Stephen Spdgioh th. ter of Tinſwick © . ns, > 
Creſwell I/hately Minifter of Tad»Martqn | wy | 
ohn Eyre inliter of ,aurence Maryon, 2s 


obn Buyly Milhlfter of Fromkeford. oo a 1 

Timothy PerR Winter of Everly, oY Oo "ws, 

Samſon Smart Minificfof Gritworthi oo ns OY} 
WE ET HRS 
EI yn -. 


